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"The conference means for me, and I believe for many of us, a
definite step in the consecration of our lives to the common cause,
but ours is a peculiar position. We are today outside the partnership.
Ours is a consecration based on hope of better future. I should be
untrue to you and to my country, if I did not clearly and unequi-
vocally tell you what that hope is. I do not bargain for its fulfilment,
but you should know that disappointment of hope means disillusion.
There is one thing I may not omit. You have appealed to us to sink
domestic differences. If appeal involves the toleration of tyranny and
wrongdoings on the part of officials, I am powerless to respond. I
shall resist organized tyranny to the uttermost. The appeal must be
to the officials that they do not ill-treat a single soul and that they
consult and respect popular opinion as never before. In Champaran
by resisting an agelong tyranny, I have shown the ultimate sov-
ereignty of British justice. In Kheda a population that was cursing
the Government now feels that it, and not the Government, is the
power when it is prepared to suffer for the truth it represents. It is,
therefore, losing its bitterness and is saying to itself that the Govern-
ment must be a government for the people, for it tolerates orderly
and respectful disobedience where injustice is felt. Thus Champaran
and Kheda affairs are my direct, definite and special contribution to
the war. Ask me to suspend my activities in that direction and you
ask me to suspend my life. If I could popularize the use of soul
force which is but another name for love force in place of brute
force, I know that I could present you with an India that could defy
the whole world to its worst. In season and out of season, therefore,
I shall discipline myself to express in my life this eternal law of
suffering and present it for acceptance to those who care; and if I
take part in any other activity, the motive is to show the matchless
superiority of that law.
"Lastly, I would like you to ask.His Majesty's ministers to give
definite assurance about Muslim states. I am sure you know that
every Muslim is deeply interested in them. As a Hindu, I cannot be
indifferent to their cause. Their sorrows must be our sorrows. In
the most scrupulous regard for the rights of those states and for the
Muslim sentiment as to the places of worship, and your just and
timely treatment of Indian claim to Home Rule, lies the safety of
the empire. I write this, because I love the English nation, and I
wish to evoke in every Indian the loyalty of Englishmen."